IF MODERN LITERATURE         87

-potter as I am, neither you, nor the nation, can
force me to worship a falsehood."

THE  LAMP  OF  BEAUTY

RUSKIN DOES not attempt to tell us what
beauty is; it is best defined when left, unde-
fined. Very earnestly, however, does he exhort
us to learn from Nature that beauty is something
within, which strikes outward by its own inherent
vitality. Let the marble express a true thought
with intensity and strength, turning away from
all that is impure and vicious, and it will break
out into the glow of beauty. There may be no
magnificence, for beauty is not splendour, but
there is a quality, in the union of sacrifice, truth
and power, which falls upon the mind with a
satisfaction akin to that which comes through
the beauty of a flower or the song of a bird.

The Bible calls this quality, " the beauty of
holiness." It declares that wholeness of life and
soundness of character will blossom into beauty.
We have still no words which describe more ade-
quately the effect left upon our minds by the
spectacle of a chivalrous life, than those which are